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Geoff Zanelli 
composer 

Emmy Award-winning composer Geoff Zanelli has become a standout in the film and 

television scoring industry ï garnering accolades and recognition for his work since going 

solo after numerous collaborations with Academy Award-winning composer Hans Zimmer.  

  

Recently, Zanelli completed the score to the Summer 2012 release of Disneyôs fantasy 

drama ñThe Odd Life of Timothy Green,ò starring Jennifer Garner and Joel Edgerton.  

  

A Southern California native, Zanelli began his musical career as a guitar player and 

songwriter for numerous local acts. In 1994, he met Zimmer and was offered a job 

Remote Control Productions after Zimmer recognized Zanelliôs musical talents. Now, 

Zanelli is known as a versatile composer who combines music from different genres and 

cultures while using instruments and other live sounds rather than electronic music. 

  

In 2006, Zanelli earned his first Emmy after scoring the original music for Steven 

Spielbergôs miniseries ñInto The West.ò A few years later, Spielberg once again tapped 

Zanelli to score HBOôs ñThe Pacific,ò which earned him his second Emmy nomination. 

Other credits include: DreamWorks and Paramount Picturesô ñDisturbia,ò 20th Century 

Foxôs ñHitman,ò The Weinstein Companyôs ñOutlanderò and Lionsgateôs ñGamer,ò among 

many others. He co-wrote the song ñDonôt Make Me Waitò for Disturbia. 

  

Zanelli has also collaborated with composers John Powell, Harry Gregson Williams and 

Steve Jablonsky on many feature films including: Disneyôs ñPirates of the Caribbean: On 

Stranger Tides,ò Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worldôs End,ò ñPirates of the Caribbean: 

Dead Manôs Chest,ò and ñPirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearlò; the 

Golden Globe-nominated scores for Warner Bros.ô ñThe Last Samuraiò and Touchstone 

Picturesô ñPearl Harborò; Paramount Picturesô ñRango,ò MGMôs ñHannibal,ò Columbia 

Picturesô ñAngels & Demons,ò DreamWorksô ñAntz,ò ñChicken Run,ò ñShark Taleò and 

ñMadagascar: Escape 2 Africa.ò 

  

Additionally, Zanelli has written music for directors Gore Verbinski, Ridley Scott and David 

Koepp; producers Jeffrey Katzenberg and Jerry Bruckheimer; as well as actor/producer 

Tom Hanks and David Duchovny. 

  

Zanelli has degrees in Film Scoring and Music Production/Engineering from the 

prestigious Berklee College of Music. He is an active alumn at his alma mater and has 

participated on a major curriculum development task force [official name?] as well as 

given seminars to students studying composition.   

  

Zanelli has received the Doug Timm Award in recognition of his film scoring work and the 

Music Production/Engineering Scholar Award, both from the Berklee College of Music. 
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